Even though Korean society is rapidly becoming multicultural and multilingual, EFL teacher education tends to teach language skills and pedagogical knowledge without sufficiently addressing multicultural issues. This study explored the potential of incorporating cultural narratives (CNs) as an instructional strategy in EFL teacher education to foster Korean EFL teachers' cultural sensitivity and competency. The primary data came from two surveys with 12 secondary school English teachers and a focus group interview with six of them. The teachers all participated in a six-month in-service English teacher education program and took the researcher's cultural course. The researcher, who taught English in secondary schools in Korea as well as who had diverse cross-cultural experiences, incorporated not only her own CNs but also various types of multicultural stories in the curriculum. The study revealed that the teachers perceived the CNs presented in class as meaningful and useful in promoting their cultural sensitivity and competency. The researcher concludes that CNs could play an important role as an instructional strategy in EFL teacher education.
I. Introduction
In the globalized world, many societies, including Korea, exhibit cultural and linguistic diversities. According to the Korea Immigration Service (KIS, Because of the implicit notion of culture in school curriculum, many Korean EFL teachers might assume that their primary responsibility is to "teach students English skills with a nice native-like or so called 'standard'
